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"I have come to ask you to write a few invitations with
your masterly brush. It will be the end of my little son's first
month of life on the twenty-eighth, and I am inviting his
Lordship's ladies."
"Give me the cards," Scholar Wen said, "I will write them
for you with pleasure,"
Po-chueh told Ying Pao to take out the cards and give them
to Scholar Wen. The scholar took them to the inner room and
had written two when Ch'i T'ung came hurrying in and said:
"Master, please write another two cards for my lady. She
wishes to invite Mistress Ch'iao and Mistress Wu. Did you
give Ch'in T'ung the cards for Mistress Han and Mistress
Meng?"
' "Yes," Scholar W£n said, "they were sent off some time
Master," Ch'i T'ung said, "when you have finished those
two cards, please write another four. They are for Mistress
Huang IV, Mistress Fu, Mistress Han, "and Mistress Kan.
Lai An will come for them."
Ch'i T'ung went aWay and Lai An came for the four cards.
Po-chlieh said to him: "Is your master at home or at the
office?"
"He has not been to the office to-day," Lai An said, "he is
in the hall receiving presents."
"It was very late when his Lordship came back from
Wang's place last night," Scholar WSn said.
"Which Wang's?" Po-chueh asked.
"The general's," Scholar WSn told him.
This was the first Ying Po-chueh had heard of this business.
When Scholar Wen had finished the cards for Lai An, he
began again on those for Ying Po-chueh. When they were
done, Po-chtieh went across the road to Hsi-mSn's house with
Li Ming.
Hsi-m£n Ch'ing's hair was still undressed. He was in the
hall, accepting presents and sending cards in return. Tables
were being set out for the reception. He asked Po-chueh to
sit down. Po-chueh thanked him for the gifts he had sent some
days before and asked why the tables were being arranged.
Hsi-m£n told him that his Excellency An was making use of
the house for a deception to the Imperial Tutor's son.

